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Pulitzer Prize, General Nonfiction, 2005The explosive first-hand account of America's secret history

in Afghanistan. With the publication of Ghost Wars, Steve Coll became not only a Pulitzer Prize

winner, but also the expert on the rise of the Taliban, the emergence of Bin Laden, and the secret

efforts by CIA officers and their agents to capture or kill Bin Laden in Afghanistan after 1998.
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"Afghanistanism" used to be a derisive term in the newspaper world. It meant playing up news from

obscure far-off places while neglecting what was going wrong on your own home turf.No longer.

Very few countries worldwide have been more important to the U.S. over the past quarter century

than this remote, primitive, landlocked and little-understood area tucked in between Iran, Pakistan

and the former U.S.S.R. In this weighty and immensely detailed book, Steve Coll, who reported from

Afghanistan for the Washington Post (where he is now managing editor) between 1989 and 1992,

sorts out for the patient reader one of the most complex diplomatic and military involvements the

U.S. has experienced in this century.The cast of characters is immense, rivaling for sheer size (and

personal quirkiness) any novel by Dickens or Dostoyevsky. It ranges from four U.S. Presidents

through a platoon of bemedaled generals from five or six countries and a regiment of scheming

diplomats down to hard-pressed pilots, miserably ill-equipped guerilla fighters, steely-eyed

assassins and suicide bombers. There are more political factions here than most readers will be

able to keep track of --- not to mention the factions that spring up within factions. It is all quite



dizzying, but also fascinating and important.Coll is a conscientious reporter. He does his best to

keep the reader informed and to make his more important players come alive as human beings. His

book is not easy reading, but it rewards well anyone who buckles down and stays with it to the end.
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